
Preparing for Small Group: Read the passage below, and answer the following questions.
(1) What do these verses tell me about God?
(2) What do these verses tell me about sinful humanity?
(3) What do these verses tell me about Jesus?
(4) What does God want me to know?
(5) What does God want me to do?
____________________________________________________________________________

“You’re Prepared for This”
Acts 10:34-48

Main Idea: God prepares us to receive the Gospel as well as to share the Gospel!

FACTS to be followed in sharing the Gospel:
The Gospel should be spoken to be shared with others (34a).

The language in verse 34 was overstated for emphasis. God could have stated that 
Peter simply “said” something; however, God emphasized the fact that Peter spoke by stating 
that he “opened his mouth.” The good news of the Gospel for all people who believe was news 
that needed to be shared, and while Peter could have written a letter, God called Peter to open 
his mouth to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ. Today, nothing has changed. We can’t let 
Facebook replace the face-to-face in sharing the Gospel, and we must remember that the 
Gospel should be spoken to be shared with others.
1. While online communication is useful and powerful in many ways, why can it never replace 

face-to-face communication?
2. Why is it easier to share the Gospel by writing a letter or posting a message than by sharing it 

face-to-face with someone? Why is speaking the Gospel important?
3. Are you comfortable sharing the Gospel of Jesus? Why, or why not?

The Gospel you speak to others must be from the overflow of what God’s spoken to you 
(34b-35).

In Acts 10:9-16, God’s message of calling Peter to kill and to eat the things that were 
unclean for the Jews provided the overwhelming truth for Peter that he needed to be willing to 
share the Gospel with the Gentiles. This was a radical message that was opposed to all that 
Peter had thought and believed his entire life! To go to the Gentiles with the Gospel was a huge 
step that went against everything the Jews thought they had been taught. Regardless, Peter did 
something important: Peter accepted and obeyed God’s Word. Today, you can’t share what you 
don’t have. You won’t share what isn’t fresh and isn’t in your head and in your heart. You will 
share, however, what overflows from what God’s filled you with through your time with Him.
1. God spoke new truth to Peter through a vision. Why does God no longer speak new truth in 

this way? Why did He speak this way during the initial birth and growth of the church?
2. What does your daily time with the Lord look like? Are you filled up so that you can’t help but 

spill out and speak what God’s spoken to you? If not, pray for this in your life and group.
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The focus of the Gospel is the person and work of Jesus (36-43).
Peter knew the peace, the strength, the joy, the encouragement, the hope, the love, the 

courage, the faith, and so much more that Jesus brought into his life, but Peter’s message to the 
Gentiles didn’t focus on the benefits of the Gospel before the Gospel. Peter’s message focused 
on the person and work of Jesus. Often, we are tempted to only talk to people about the 
benefits and the application of the Gospel rather than the message of the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus. Why? Perhaps because the message of the Gospel is offensive? The 
Gospel is the message that we are sinners in need of a Savior. The Gospel is the message that 
we can’t be saved without saving, surrendered faith in Jesus and what He did for us. We must 
remember that the Gospel is about the person and work of Jesus.
1. Do you find it awkward to talk about sin, the death of Jesus, His resurrection, etc.? Why?
2. Take a minute to examine and discuss Acts 10:36-43. What are the key elements of the 

Gospel that Peter shared? 
3. Time how long it takes to read Acts 10:36-43. How long did it take to share the Gospel?

The Gospel must be connected to the lives of those who hear the Gospel (36-40).
Peter does something important in Acts 10:36-40. Peter connects the lives of the 

Gentiles to the Gospel. He said “you yourselves know,” emphasizing the reality that Cornelius 
and those in his house not only knew about what happened to Jesus but that they also believed 
what happened to Jesus. How did Peter know that they knew this? Faith! God had prepared and 
led Peter to this meeting with Cornelius. God had prepared and led Cornelius to bring Peter for 
this meeting. God’s work had obviously brought Cornelius and those in his house together with 
Peter, so Peter knew that God has at work in their hearts. Today, we can be confident that God 
still desires proclaimers who will connect the Gospel to the lives of those who hear the Gospel.
1. Where does God have you, and who has God connected you with in life? Of those places and 

people, are there those who need Jesus? Are there those who are seeking Jesus?
2. Think like a missionary (because you are a missionary!), and discuss the people you identified 

above. Pray for the people you identified above. Simply go and share with these people!

The Gospel always includes a call for a faith response to the Gospel (43).
What’s the point of the Gospel? The Gospel of Jesus is God’s plan of salvation for all 

men and women who will believe. The Gospel of Jesus is the only way to forgiveness of sin 
before God. Peter’s call for a faith response was implied, but it was clear: “. . .everyone who 
believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins through His name.” In other words, Peter’s implied 
call asked the question, “Do you need your sins forgiven?” Peter’s call also answered the 
question: “Then believe in Jesus for the forgiveness of your sins!” What happened? Cornelius 
and those in his house who heard the Gospel believed! In their hearts, in that moment, these 
Gentiles put their faith in Jesus, and through their faith, their lives were filled with the presence 
and the power of God! Today, when you share the Gospel, call for a faith response to the 
Gospel!
1. What makes it so difficult in our culture today to call for someone to make a faith response?
2. What can we learn from the way that Peter called for a response? What was it about the 

context of this situation that made Peter’s implied response effective? Would there be 
situations where an implied call for response would not be as effective?

3. Read Romans 10:9. How does this verse help in thinking through a simple call of response to 
the Gospel?

4. Pray for the work of the Gospel through our church (all followers of Jesus at FBCSF!).
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